[The environment and health. Of the difficulty of reconciling environmental and health standards in cultural nature].
Scientific cultures, i.e. modern industrial societies, create their own environment. The expression denoting such a creation is a Kultur-Natur ('cultural nature') determined by environmental and health standards. These standards are neither natural laws nor can they be derived from nature. They are instead a part of human rationality. They also have an ethical dimension. The argument focuses on the following aspects: (scientific and technological) rationality as problem solver and problem producer, exploration of the concept of the Kultur-Natur, the status of environmental and health standards, presenting the case for the concept of rational ethics (Vernunftethik) against the concept of ecological ethics and the supplementation of a research imperative by an ethical imperative.